
3

GLUE

Directions
1. Press a portion of the dough to about 1/4-inch

thick. Have a child press his hand into the
dough to make a handprint.

2. Cut out the handprint with a knife. Use the film
canister to cut out a hole from the center of
the hand. Use the straw to cut out a hole near
the edge of the palm.

3. Bake the dough hands on an ungreased
cookie sheet at 200° for three hours. Then set
them aside for a day to harden completely.

4. Paint each hand, and then glue on colorful
sequins as desired.

5. When the project is dry, spray the hand with a
clear acrylic; then let it dry.

6. Glue the photo to the back of the hand so
that it shows through the opening. Then back
the photo with a piece of felt.

7. String a length of ribbon through the small hole
and tie the ends together to create a hanger.

cornstarch dough (see Teacher Tip)
knife (for adult use)
cookie sheet
oven
small photo of child
felt
sequins
tempera paint
paintbrushes
scissors
craft glue
ribbon
round film canister
drinking straw
clear acrylic

“Hand-y” Holiday Ornament

Materials (per child)

This personalized ornament will be a hands-down favorite! When
the projects are complete, have each child wrap his ornament as a
holiday gift for a loved one.

Julie A. Koczur—VAFB, CA

Teacher Tip
• Dough for eight ornaments: In

a large pot, mix one cup each
of cornstarch, salt, and water.
Stir over low heat until the
dough is the consistency of
firm mashed potatoes. Let the
dough cool, covering it with a
damp cloth to prevent drying.
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