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Starts With S
Beginning blends

Materials:
paper
crayons

	 A student folds her paper into fourths and then 
labels and illustrates in each section one of the 
following words: star, snake, spoon, and slide. After 
underlining the initial blend in each word, she writes 
in each shape several words that begin with the corre-
sponding blend. 

Full Pockets
Story elements

Materials:
fiction books
12" x 18" paper (one per child)
scrap paper
stapler
crayons
scissors

	 After a student reads a chosen book, he folds 
up the bottom of his paper, as shown, and staples 
the sides to create a pocket. In the space above the 
pocket opening, he writes the book’s title and author. 
On the pocket, he writes the main idea of the story. 
Then he flips over his project and illustrates the blank 
side to represent a setting in the book. Next, he uses 
scrap paper to create main character figures and 
stores them in the pocket. 
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Abby
star

stairs
steak
state
stuck

snake

snail      

snoop
snow    

snowman

spoon

spill      
       spike
               spider

slide
slip
     slice
          slimy
               slam
                     slop

Amelia Bedelia

by Peggy Parish

Amelia Bedelia doesn’t 

understand the directions 

she is given. She makes lots 

of mistakes. 
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Paired Off
Homophones

Materials:
cards, each labeled with part of a homophone pair
dictionary
paper

	 A child sorts the cards into matching homophone 
pairs. When all cards have been sorted, he records 
each pair on his paper. If time allows, the child 
chooses a homophone pair and writes two sentences 
using the words. 

Rotating Results
Cause and effect

Materials:
list of cause statements
paper plates (two per child)
brass fastener (one per child)
scissors

	 A student divides the back of each plate into 
fourths and cuts out one section from a plate. She 
writes to the left of the cut section one of the cause 
statements. Then she pokes a hole through the middle 
of the plates and attaches them together with the 
brass fastener. She writes on the bottom plate an effect 
statement, rotates the plate to the next section, and 
writes another possible effect. The student continues 
in this manner until she has recorded four possible 
effects.
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Cause Statements
  My pencil broke before school started.
  Jeff’s baseball team won another game.
  Julia left her homework at school.
  Today is my birthday!

wood

would

William
hair 	 hare
brake 	 break
close  	 clothes
bare  	 bear
road  	 rode
ate 	  eight
son  	 sun
knows  	 nose
blew 	  blue
wood  	 would

Our tool shed is made of wood.
I would like to go to camp this summer.  

Cause  
My pencil broke 
before school 
started.

Abigail

Effect
I couldn’t do 
any work that 
day!

Effect
I had to borrow 
a new one from 
my teacher.

Cause  
My pencil broke 
before school 
started.

Abigail


